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Washington Conference of Epochal Importance—Nation-Wide Movement for the Protection of Amer- 
ican Interests—Mr. Bryan's Letter—The Platform 


T was to be expected that the meeting of the 58 dele- 2,000,000 members, but American universities and semi- 
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States. 
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'Editor Germania, 
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Representative Bartholdt was elected Chairman and Mr. Horace 
Brand, of Chicago, secretary. 

‘The Chairman was instructed to appoint a committee on per- 
manent organization, to be announced later, and Messrs, Bart- 
holdt and Brand were designated as permanent chairman and 
secretary of the committee. It is the intention of providing for 
meetings in all parts of the United States for the ratification of 
the platform and the extension of the organization under a 
name to be selected by the committee on organization, 


Those who came to the conference as representatives were not 
all “hyphenated citizens" and those who delivered speeches spoke 
as Americans, not as German-Americans, Irish-Americans or 
Hungarian-Americans. The sooner the New York press famil- 
iarizes itself with these facts the better, Their speeches were 
vibrant with the serious enthusiasm of Americans who have a 
mission to perform and have the welfare of their country at 
heart. They are the advocates of no foreign power. 


gainst such charges as made by the Times and other papers 
is needless to set up a defense, The platform speaks for 
itself, and the rage it has inspired in certain newspapers is the 
voice of chagrin, of impotence. The assertion that tl not 
an American movement is painfully ridiculous. Many of those 
who founded it, propagated it and spoke for it had ancestors 
that came from England, Holland, Scandinavia, as well as Ger- 
many and Austria-Hungary, ancestors who fought in the Revolu- 
tion, in the War of 1812, or faced the hardships and dangers of 
pioneer life in what was once known as the Far West. Many of 
them represent great business institutions; they feel the wrong 
that is inflicted upon our commerce by English arrogance, and 
see bankruptcy staring them and their constituents in the face 
unless there is prompt relief from an intolerable situation. 


1f as American citizens they dare not express their dis- 
sent from a public policy by organizing to rebuke that 
Policy by the use of the ballot, what recourse have they? 

‘They are prepared for a campaign of lies and vilification—the 
British organs in New York have acquired an amazing expert- 
ness in the perversion of the truth since the war began—but we 
trust that these distinguished spokesmen for the British Foreign 
Office will not run away with the delusion that they are intimidat- 
ing any one with their threats, The men who made up that 
conference and their constituents of approximately five and a 
half milion of voters know their rights under the Constitution 
and stand pat on a platform of American principles that Wash- 
ington and Jefferson could have endorsed, 


The Platform 


Whereas: The spirit of absolute neutrality toward for- 
eign nations at war with one another is a basic tradition of 
the American people, which in justice to all it is not only a 
privilege but a duty to uphold, and 

Whereas: In the course of recent events it has become 
evident that this cherished attitude has been endangered 
through a foreign control of our news service and of our 
communication by sea, and 


Whereas: Our commerce and our citizens have been com- 
pelled to endure violations of the principles of international 
law, and 


Whereas: The ships of our country, in common with 
those of other neutral nations, having on board the prop- 
erty of citizens of the United States, have been arrested on 
the high seas by a belligerent power, conveyed into its ports 
and there subjected to a process of search involving delays 
and losses, and 

Whereas: Citizens of the United States, and of nations 
friendly to us, have been forcibly taken off of our ships, in 
defiance of the protection accorded them by the American 
flag, and put into prisons or detention camps, and 

Whereas: Articles hitherto considered absolutely free in 
international traffic have been arbitrarily made contraband, 
and 


Whereas: The rules of international law governing neu- 
tral commerce have been altered or disregarded in the spe- 
cial interest of one set of belligerents, to the manifest in- 
jury of the United States as an independent nation with 
rights to be respected and with citizens to protect, and 


Whereas: The shipment of arms, ammunition and muni- 
tions of war under conditions now prevailing is unfair, un- 
neutral and in violation of America’s ethical ideals, tends 
to prolong the war and is irreconcilable with our prayers 
for peace, and 

Whereas: This condition of affairs is intolerable to all 
American citizens who believe in the principles of neutral- 
ity, fairness and friendship applied to all nations alike, and 
in the noble mission of this country as a promoter of peace 
and a champion of justice and humanity, 


Therefore, in order to re-establish genuine American 
neutrality and to uphold it free from commercial, financial 
and political subservience to foreign powers, be it 


Resolved, That we, citizens of the United States, agree to 
effect a national organization the objects and purposes of 
which may be stated as follows: 


(1) In order to assume the possession of an independent 
news service we favor an American cable, controlled by the 
Government of the United States. 


(2) We demand a free and open sea for the commerce 
of the United States, and unrestricted traffic in non-contra- 
band goods as defined by international law. 


(3) We favor as a strictly American policy the imme- 
diate enactment of legislation prohibiting the export of 
arms, ammunition and munitions of war, 


(4) We favor the establishment of an American mer- 
chant marine, and 


(5) We pledge ourselves individually and collectively to 
support only such candidates for public office, irrespective 
of party, who will place American interests above those of 
any other country and who will aid in eliminating all undue 
foreign influences from American life. 


Wherein does this platform conflict with the dictum of Presi- 
dent Wilson's neutrality proclamation? “The United States 
must be neutral in fact as well as in name,” declared the 
President, “and we must put a curb on any transaction which 
aight give a preference to one party to the struggle over 
ano 


That is all that the members of the conference ask in their 
platform, Yet the Times, echoing Mr. Bryan—and we shall look 
into Mr. Bryan's famous letter with a somewhat critical eye— 
tells its readers that the resolution to prohibit the export of 
arms and munitions of war would commit us to an interference 
in the war to help Germany, and deprive England, France and 
Rossia of advantages gained by their arms, 


If the failure to send arms to the Allies would help Ger- 

y, why is it not a breach of neutrality toward Germany 

to send them to the Allies? Is it not “giving a preference 
one party to the struggle over another?” 


Obviously this is not a question to be settled by German- 
Americans, or the friends of the Allies, whatever they call them- 
selves, but an American question to be settled by Americans, 


And if the alleged “advantage” of the Allies must be as- 
sured to them through our continued shipment of arms, why 
was not Germany permitted to remain secure in possession 
of her advantage in the form of wireless stations? 


Mr. Bryan's letter has been described as a brief for Great 
Britain, and at least one prominent paper reminds him that he 
quite overlooks the fact that he is Secretary of State of the 
United States, paid by the people of the United States to be not 
their apologist but the champion of their rights. 


His task appears to have been to explain away facts and 
minimize other questions at issue. He cannot evade his respon- 
sibility by advancing specious arguments. England disputes the 
right of the United States to use an American vessel, registered 
in accordance with American law, for legitimate commerce in 
non-contraband goods. We cite the Greenbrier case, The 
American flag was hauled down and the British flag hoisted to 
the masthead in its place. The Wilhelmina is at this writing on 
the high seas carrying food supplies to non-combatants, and is 
menaced with seizure, not on any proof to the contrary, but on 
the mere presumption that the cargo may ultimately reach the 
belligerent forces. This is ying in the face of all rules laid 
down by Great Britain herself and upheld by Secretary Hay. 
What is the administration doing beyond filing protests that are 
simply ignored? 

Mr. Bryan's explanation of the treatment of messages by wire- 
less and cable is a quibble and an evasion that does not satisfy. 
Either all messages sent by wireless and cable should be cen- 
sored, or neither should be interfered with. The technical dis- 
tinction which he seeks to establish is a specious plea in behalf 
of one of the belligerents; it “curbs” the privilege of the other. 
It stops Germany completely from conducting communications, 
and gives the Allies the advantage of the English cable system 
extending all over the world; it enables them to communicate 
with their warships, to prevent which the German wireless sys- 
tem was subjected to censorship, 


‘This action was taken, although there is no treaty requir- 
ing and no law permitting the government to censor any- 
thing. 

The order acts in the nature of a boomerang upon Amer- 
ican commerce, since no communication between merchants 
on the European continent and our own is possible without 
passing through the hands of the English censor, by whom 
orders for shipments may be—and they actually have been— 
delayed or destroyed at will, and business transactions de- 
nied the privilege of secrecy, since no message in code is 
transmitted, 


Mr. Bryan was not justified by a proper regard for the dignity 
of his country in subscribing to the non-effect of the articles of 
the Hague Convention and the repeal of the Declaration of 
London. It is of no importance to say that England has not 
ratified the Hague Convention. As one writer points out, the 
evolution of law and of international law is not wholly the result 
of agreements, but also of precedents; and this was laid down 
in the Hague Convention and in the Declaration of London, 
which was the codification of marine law precedents, 


This is confirmed by the introductory phrases of the Declaration 
of London, in which the delegates distinctly announce that no 
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newly enforced principles are involved, but merely the establish- 
ment of generally recognized principles. More particularly Eng- 
land cannot withdraw from the articles of the Declaration of 
London, as England invited the nations to join her in the inter- 
national establishment of these maxims, The Declaration bears 
the name of the seat of negotiations, London, The House of 
Commons approved the stipulations, England signed the Declara- 
tion, The English Government, represented by Sir Edward Grey, 
gave instructions to the leader of the English delegates which 
substantially provided far-reaching aims for the convention, In 
accordanee therewith, the definition of contraband was to be 
entirely abandoned. If this were unattainable, then the list of 
contraband was to be limited as far as possible. The minimum 
demand was that every nation should ccmpile a list of contra- 
band, from which she should not be permitted to deviate after 
the outbreak of war, In pursuance of such instruction, the list 
‘of absolute and conditional contraband was embodied in the 
Declaration of London. 


A deviation from the list of absolute contraband, after the 
outbreak of the war, is no longer possible. The difference be- 
tween absolute and conditional contraband must not be oblit- 
erated by individual dispositions of any of the warring nations. 
If the United States herself previously with special force em- 
phasized the principle of "continuous voyage,” this standpoint 
is abated through the practice of international law. The United 
States is not only justified, but obliged to avail herself of the 
evolution of law, 


Consequently, the reproach against the government of the 
United States that she is endeavoring to pacify herself with the 
acceptance of copper and other articles in the British list of 
absolute contrabands halds good to its full extent. It is unwise 
of Bryan to permit a possibility of such an incorporation of 
copper in this list, and it is contradictory if, simultaneously, 
mention of a protest is made. Copper is only used to a slight 
extent for war purposes, its main usage being for peaceful and 
commercial requirements, This is just the definition of con- 
ditional contraband which must not wilfully, and should not be 
at all modified at the outbreak of war. 


It is clearly discernible as to copper, that England [s not so 
much concerned with the subjection of Germany, as with the 
monopolization of the international copper trade, England has 
suggested the concentration of the entire copper trade in Eng- 
land, and to make England the distributing point of copper, also 
to the neutral countries. (Reference, N. Y. World, Jan. 25, 
1915). Thus, the entire American copper production would be 
dependent upon the good will of England. This is an untenable 
position. The United States must insist upon their rights to ex- 
port copper to neutral countries, as well as insist upon their 
further rights, that copper can be exported to the warring na- 
tions, if England does not submit evidence that this copper is 
required for the governments, or military or naval purposes, or 
for government contractors of the warring rations. The same 
applies to England's eneroachment upon the trade of the United 
States to neutral countries in conditional and absolute contra- 
band, 


No American Secretary of State has ever committed him- 
self to a statement accepting as final the decision that “the 
commerce of the United States is interrupted by Great 
Britain consequent upon the superiority of her navy.” This 
amounts to an official admission that the right of Americans 
to trade with other nations is subject to the tolerance of any 
foreign power which happens to have a superior navy, This 
attitude is as vacillating, untenable and unpatriotic as Mr. 
Bryan's next contention that "it is difficult to argue success- 
fully against the inclusion of petroleum among the articles 
of contraband,” for the arbitrary extension of the list of ab- 
solute contraband to almost all raw materials, such as pe- 
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troleum, leather, rubber, wool, etc, of the United States, 
contradicts the principles of international law. 

Touching the problem whether the exclusive exportation of 
weapons, ammunitions, ete, to England and her allies is permis- 
sible, the attitude of the German government is immaterial. 
Rather, the connection of the United States themselves is abso- 
lutely decisive, This conception was announced by President 
“Wilson in the conflict with Mexico. 

His predecessor, President Taft, had issued a decree prohibit- 
ing the exportation of weapons to Mexico. This decree was 
again revoked by President Wilson on February 4, 1914. 

The reason given was that Carranza had no ports for the 
importation of weapons, while Huerta had them at his dis- 
posal. Therefore, Huerta could import war material, while 
Carranza could not. Wilson stated "that it was our duty 
as a nation to treat them (Carranza and Huerta) upon an 
equality, if we wished to observe the true spirit of neutral- 
ity, as compared with a mere paper neutrality,” 

In the present instance, the circumstances are identical, inas- 
much as England and her allies can import weapons, ctc, where- 
as Germany and Austria cannot do this. 

In accordance with the true spirit of neutrality, therefore, 
with the same interpretation as heretofore, the decree pro- 
hibiting the exportation of weapons should be revoked now. 

Tf our interests should demand that the repeal of such a decree, 
prohibiting the exportation of ammunition, be treated cautiously, 
then we should not hesitate to make use of it, if England places 
our other rights in doubt and does not fulfil our just demands 
in the interests of our commerce, 


In regard to the war loan, a discrimination to the detriment of 
Germany, Austria and Turkey is obvious. France and Russia 
have already made a war loan. It is only a technicality that they 
describe this loan as “strictly commercial" The loan of the 
money is not exclusively based upon the shipment of materials 
and upon the possession of the shipping documents on the part 
of the banks, but rather the French, as well as the Russian gov- 
ernments have guaranteed the credit. It is even asserted that 
the governments have deposited a bond in the banks. However, 
it is of no moment, because whatever form the guarantee may 
have is immaterial. The fact of a guarantee having been given 
is decisive. Thereby the loan is not based upon the shipment of 
materials only, but upon the credit of France and Russia. The 
possibility of profonging the notes has also been provided for, 
so that as regards time, the difference between a short-term war 
loan is completely overcome. If, therefore, France and Russia 
have been given an opportunity of obtaining such credits, and 
on the other hand we have refused Germany, Austria and Turkey, 
a technical, not an actual war loan, there would doubtless be 
an unequal procedure against the nations involved, 

There can also be no question that the acceptance of a loan 
by those of the citizens of the United States who participate in 
same would create partisanship as this reason also applies to 
the credits granted to France and Russia. These credits have 
been granted by a syndicate of the most influential New York 
banks. It is without doubt that thereby the partisanship of these 
banks is accentuated, and it particularly refers to the partisan- 
ship of exceptionally influential concerns. 


Faroexick. F. Scueaves. 


THAT BELGIAN TREATY 


By Dr. Edmund von Mach 


Author of “What Germany Want" 


quem contemporaries of Mr. Gladstone who heard 
him express his views on the treaty of 1839 in Par- 
liament (August 9 and 11, 1870) were as unable to agree 
on his meaning as people are to-day. Aiter reading the 
reports of these sessions of Parliament some people have 
come to the conclusion that Mr. Gladstone believed that 
the treaty of 1839 was not enforceable in 1870, because 
the conditions of Europe had greatly changed in the in- 
tervening thirty-one years, and because one of the signa- 
tory Powers, France, had actually proposed to annex 
Belgium. It may well be doubted whether after that the 
treaty had not lost its force so far as France was con- 
cerned, and whether the other Powers would not have 
been justified in declaring that the treaty was void, be- 
cause in its very essence it was binding on all the signa- 
tory Powers or on none. 

Other and doubtless equally careful readers of the Par- 
Tiamentary Reports have come to different conclusions. 
Mr. George Louis Beer has quoted extensively in the 
Times of November 26, from Mr, Gladstone's speeches, 
to the effect that the treaty of 1839 was valid and men- 
tioned also a few remarks by Disraeli. The chief spokes- 
man of the opposition, however, was Mr. Osborne, who 
held that Great Britain should not make a new treaty 
with France and Prussia respectively, because, he said: 


“This treaty is entirely superfluous, if the treaty of 
1839 is worth anything at all. In the eyes of Austria and 
Russia that treaty of 1839 is entirely superseded by this. 
You have struck a blow at that treaty which you can 
never put in the same position again.” 

He even added that by negotiating the 1870 treaty the 
government “are absolutely imperiling the independence 
of Belgium and placing England in a very inferior posi- 
tion,” and he continued, in a Shavian vein, “If Belgium 
were in the hands of a hostile Power, the liberties and 
Position of this country would not be worth twenty-four 
hours’ purchase.” 

If a member of Parliament in 1870 could draw the con- 
clusion that new treaties were unnecessary provided the 
treaty of 1839 were “worth anything,” and if the 
speeches of Mr. Gladstone did not tet his convictions, 
people to-day may be forgiven if they take the same view. 
Tt would serve no purpose to quote other extracts than 
those collected by Mr. Beer. They could only prove, 
what most people know, that Mr. Gladstone had a singu- 
lar faculty of talking on both sides of a case and of get- 
ting what he wanted. 

One interesting question in connection with the treaty 
of 1839 has not yet been answered. When did England 
ratify the treaty of 1839, and had she ratified it before 


ie treaty of 1839 had remained unratified by Great 
ritain for thirty-one years and, therefore, was not bind- 
ig either on her or the other Powers at the outbreak of 
ie Franco-Prussian war in 1870, in spite of Bismarck's 
er of July 22, 1870, quoted in the Times of November 
, 1914. It will be remembered that this is an English 
ibit, to'sign an agreement, but later to fail to ratify it. 
€ best known instances are the agreements of the con- 
rence of London, and the Hague conventions referring 
the Rights and Duties of Neutrals During the Warfare 
Land. 
‘The Belgian question of 1870, however, was only one 
cident in the foreign policy of that country in that 
r. If people, therefore, claim that Mr. Gladstone held 
e treaty of 1839 to be unenforceable because of altered 
nditions, they should be able to show that this was the 
revailing British view of 1870. If they can do this, 
hose passages of Mr. Gladstone's speech which they have 
juoted in substantiation of their interpretation would 
to gain in importance. 

On December 9, 1870, the London Times, then the ofi- 

ial organ of the Government, quoted Prince Gortscha~ 
koff, the Russian Prime Minister, as follows: 

“We do not pretend to have a power to repudiate 
treaties; we were content to abide by the neutralization 
of the Black Sea as long as the conditions were mai 
tained which existed when the agreement was formed; 
but the destruction of these conditions destroyed the ob- 
ligatory force of the treaty ; and although bound to re- 
spect the neutrality of the Euxine while the inhabitants 
of the basin of the Lower Danube were disorganized and 
powerless, the erection of a strong antagonistic State on 
its north bank with the complicity of the other signatory 
Powers has released us from our agreement.” 

The Times gave its unqualified approval to the doc- 
trine here expressed that greatly altered conditions render 
the stipulations of treaties concluded under altogether 
different conditions morally and legally unenforceable. 
It did, however, take exception to the Russian presenta- 
tion of the facts, for it claimed that no “strong and an- 
tagonistic State,” meaning Roumania, had been erected 
on the north banks of the Black Sea. For this reason, a 
letter from Sir Charles Trevelyan, a member of a former 
Government, appeared in the Times to be very inoppor- 
tune. Sir Charles had just returned from.a visit to the 
Balkans, where he had found Roumania a very flourish- 
ing country, Hereafter, he claimed “the long sought bul- 
wark against advancing Russia was to be found, not in 
the extension of the Hellenic kingdom, but in the dis- 
placement of Turkish occupation by a new Christian 
Power of the East.” 

Commenting on this letter, the Times explained that 
Sir Charles was mistaken, that he had rashly assumed a 
flourishing state of agriculture to exist in Roumania, be- 
cause he had seen the name of an English firm on a reap- 
ing machine, and for similiar slight reasons, but that if 


`of Germany. 


THE FATHERLAND 7 


Sir Charles were right, he had supplied Prince Gortscha- 
koff with the only uncontrovertible proof of the accuracy 
of the Russian contention. 

Nobody can read the discussion of this Russian prob- 
lem in the Times of 1870, or the full exchange of diplo- 
matic notes on this subject, without feeling convinced 
that at that time the British Government was inclined to 
favor the doctrine that treaties are binding only «o long 
as the conditions remain substantially unchanged. 

If one keeps this in mind it is clear why Mr. Glad- 
stone wished to enter a treaty with France and Prussia, 
respectively, in 1870, By so doing he secured the neu- 
trality of Belgium without being obliged to state whether 
he considered the conditions of Europe in 1870 so differ- 
ent from those of 1839 that the former treaty was 
voided. This also accounts for the concluding clause of 
the new treaty, that after the expiration of the new 
treaty "the independence and neutrality of Belgium will, 
so lar as the Hague contracting parties are respectively 
concerned, continue to vest, as heretofore, on Article I 
of the Constantinople Treaty of the 19th of April, 1839.” 
If no such clause had been attached to the 1870 treaty, 
the 1839 treaty would have been entirely superseded and 
nobody could have claimed that it remained in force. 
With such a clause, the final decision of the validity of 
the treaty was deferred, Mr. Gladstone confining himself 
to the general declaration that he could not subscribe to 
the views of those who held that a treaty was enforce- 
able at all times even if the conditions were greatly al- 
tered from those prevailing at the time when the treaty 
had been made. 

A correspondent of the Times, November 29, inquires 
why the writer and others omitted "to quote the fall text 
of Mr. Gladstone’s speech as given in Mr. Beer's article,” 
and accuses them of ignorance, if not of intentional sup- 
pression of the truth. Nothing is more natural in heated 
times than to give the discussion a personal turn. Noth- 
ing, however, is more unfortunate, because it makes it 
more difficult to ascertain the truth. Mr. Beer has done a 
valuable service in giving exhaustive extracts from Mr. 
Gladstone's specches, but he has not printed them in full, 
as the Times’ correspondent believed. He omitted to do 
so for the same reason which compelled the writer to con- 
tent himself with extracts, viz. limited space. The im- 
portant articles of the Times, moreover, are written for 
a class of people who know how to read the original 
sources when the references are supplied. 

That Belgium had to be drawn into the war is one of 
the greatest tragedies of history, and that events were 
shaped thus that Germany had to be the first to invade 
Belgium will be a source of deep regret to all true lovers 
Why was the treaty of 1839 of no avail 
and why could the Hague conventions not save the neu- 
trality of Belgium? These are questions which must be 
answered if the world is to take the proper steps to avoid 
similar tragedies in the future. The answers, however, 
must be based on truth, and the true answer is not al- 
ways the most obvious. 
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SNOBBERY IN EXCELSIS 


By Frank Harris 


LEAFLET has just been sent to me entitled “Brit- 
ish American War Relief Fund,” appealing for 


A 


gifts of “clothing and comforts” and cash to be turned 


There is, too, a cablegram and letter from Lord Kitch- 
ener thanking the “women of America” for gifts already 
received and describing exactly the articles wanted. 
` The head of this precious committee is Lady Herbert ; 
Mrs. Ralph Sanger is the secretary, who writes from 200 
Fifth Avenue; Mr. Henry Whitehouse is the treasurer. 
Mrs. J. P. Morgan, Jr., lends her name as an ordinary 
member and so does Mr. Moses Taylor Pyne, and the 
last name on the list is Mr. R. M. Stuart Wortley. 

The fund is naturally under the patronage of the presi- 
dents of the St. George's Society and the St. Andrew's 
Society and so forth. 

The whole thing reeks of snobbery and one would put 
it aside with a shrug of the shoulders were it not for the 
amusement that can be got out of it. 

First of all, think of the War Minister of the richest 
country in the world admitting that his soldiers want 
“woolen socks, sizes 10 or 11, and undershirts and under- 
drawers, sweaters, etc.” 

Lord Kitchener received, I believe, fifty thousand 
pounds or a quarter of a million dollars for his "distin- 
guished services" in beating half-armed negroes in the 
Soudan and in desecrating the grave of the Mahdi; why 
shouldn't he subscribe to the fund and help to clothe his 
shivering soldiers? 

There are not five hundred thousand British soldiers 
yet at the front, while there are five hundred thousand 
homeless Belgian women and children wanting help and 
seven hundred and fifty thousand starving Servian peas- 
ants. Rich England begging "socks for her soldiers” 
from charity while her last year's bill for champagne 
alone would provide woolen underwear for all her forces 
for the next three years. 

“The men of Great Britain,” to quote from this pre- 
cious circular, "are fighting not only for their own exist- 
ence and to restore Belgium, but against ‘the domination 
of militarism’ throughout the world.” As Great Britain 
Spends sixty per cent. more per head of population on 
armaments than any other country, and has fought more 
wars in the last twenty-five years than any other two 
countries put together, one would like Mr. Pyne or Mr. 
Richard Harding Davis to explain just what they mean 
by “the domination of militarism.” 

But this circular reaches easily to epic heights; it talks 
of “the mother.country * * + engaged in this great con- 
test for freedom.” Does it mean freedom for the three 
hundred millions of Hindus or for the millions of fella- 


heen in Egypt or the negro hordes in the Soudan, whom 
Gladstone once described as "rightly struggling to be 
free?” Apparently not. 

Can the circular refer to the millions of workingmen 
in Great Britain who have no vote in their own country 
which, almost alone in Europe, still bases its franchise on 
a property qualification ; or does it refer to the thousands 
of Britons who are still sent to prison every year for 
petty debts? Apparently not. 

Can it be that "the great contest for freedom" is to 
prevent the domination of Britain over every sea and 
ocean in the world? Perhaps Messrs. Pyne and Richard 
Harding Davis will explain what they do mean by “the 
domination of militarism” and “the great contest for 
freedom”? 

Everyone knows that Great Britain is waging this war 
not for “freedom” which she withholds from her own 
children, and which she has withheld for a century from 
the Irish people, not against “the domination of militar- 
ism,” for she boasts of being the greatest despot in the 
world; nor for Belgium—what is she to Hecuba or He- 
cuba to her?—but simply and solely to destroy the indus- 
trial competition of Germany and to annex as much as 
she can of Germany's trade and commerce. Did not Mr. 
Wells before the war expressly admit this? He wrote: 

“We in Great Britain are now intensely jealous of 
Germany. We are intensely jealous of Germany not only 
because the Germans outnumber us, and have a much 
larger and more diversified country than ours, and lie in 
the very heart and body of Europe, but because in the last 
hundred years, while we have fed on platitudes and van- 
ity, they have had the energy and humility to develop a 
splendid system of national education, to toil at science 
and art and literature, to develop social organization, to 
master and better our methods of business and industry, 
and to clamber above us in the scale of civilization. This 
has humiliated and irritated rather than chastened us.” 

How will Mr. Richard Harding Davis answer this? 

This delightful circular proceeds to tell Americans that 
they have the same language as the English and goes on: 
“Our traditions, standards and ideals are the same," Are 
they indeed? We had thought that Americans were 
proud of their equality before God and the law, an equal- 
ity which certainly does not exist and is not even desired. 
in Great Britain; we have been taught to believe that 
Americans based manhood on labor and despised para- 
sites and aristocratic loafers more even than corner-boys! 
But perhaps we have been mistaken. 

Anyhow, this circular is sure to do good: Lady Her- 
bert and Mr. Richard Harding Davis, Mrs. J. P. Morgan, 
Jr, and Mr. Moses Taylor Pyne should all be congratu- 
lated on it; its snobbery is superfine and its appeal un- 
tainted by reason. 


French offensive, which was, by order of General Joffre, 
to commence on December 17th, has broken down hopelessly 
rever it was tried. In Alsace the French did not succeed in 

attempt to get a firm footing in the approaches of the 
res Mountains into the Rhine Valley. It appears that after 
fierce battles which were fought for the possession of Stein- 
, Sennheim and other places, and in which the Germans re- 
«d victors, the French invasion of Alsace has been given up 
je present. Tt would also seem that the French have realized 
operations along the Upper Rhine, aiming at an irruption 
Southern Germany would be sure to break down before the 
Rhenish fortifications. 
the Fast of the Mense an attempt was made to advance 
t the German position at St. Mihiel in order to interrupt 
fine of communication of the German.Crown Prince's army 
Metz. But the fierce assaults were beaten back with terrible 
to the enemy in the “Bois de Prétre” and in the “Bois 
premont" It seemed an easy task indeed to take St. Mihiel, 
thin wedge which the Germans had driven into the enemy's 
le front. But the Davariaris were by no means willing to give 
this barbican for which they had paid so dearly in the combats 
the fort of Camp des Romaines and de Paroches. 
bout the Argonnes we are daily reading reports of attacks 
counter-attacks, and of the taking of hundreds of prisoners 
th machine-guns by the Crown Prince's army, The offensive 
the French not only seems to have broken down altogether at 
it point, but the numbers of prisoners give an indication that. 
fect demoralization of the French there has taken place, 
urther to the West at the Aisne, near Soissons, the army of 
l. General v. Heeringen has shown in these last few days 
t—in spite of the changed manner of warfare—the old of- 
nsive spirit of the German army has not vanished. The 
rthern banks of the Aisne were cleared entirely of the French 
id they were repulsed with heavy losses (about 20,000 men) to 
issons; Some 6,000 prisoners and plenty of war material were 
piured. More to the northward the Germans made progress 
id repelled the English near Arras. Of English attacks in this 
jon nothing has been heard for quite a time; and of late 
mch prisoners have expressed the opinion that the English 
peditionary corps would soon withdraw from France in order 
protect their own native island. Thus we see in France that 
Germans along the entire front are masters of the situation. 
The same is the case in Russia. The extraordinarily bad win- 
weather, which has transformed the highways of Poland into 
passable mires, has unfortunately hindered the progress of the 
erations. After the fall of Lodz a decisive battle between the 
lussian and German armies was expected. But the soft ground 
wed the Russians, It gave them an opportunity to dig them- 
lves im and build field fortifications, stopping all offensive 
jovements on a larger scale. If now—as may be expected—cold 
feather should begin, trench work will be made impossible and 
‘Marshal von Hindenburg will have an opportunity to advance in 
force from the Rawka and Pilica towards the Vistula and 
Warsaw. 
Germany's allies in the meantime have not only held out 
against all attacks of the Russians’ superior numbers, but 
Przemysl even made successful attacks against her inactive be- 
siegers, and in Hungary the Russian invaders were beaten back 
at the passes in the Carpathian Mountains. 
This Russian operation against Southern Hungary from a 
strategical standpoint is without any importance, since the war 
against Russia is to be, and will be, decided in Poland. But 
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A BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF THE OPERATIONS 
ON LAND 


By the Military Expert of “The Fatherland” 


Russia is probably counting upon the aid of Roumania, after the 
Bukowina has been made a Russian government-general, The 
attitude of this state, however, will depend for the greater part 
on its relations to Bulgaria, whose backing could only be bought 
for nothing less than the handing back to Bulgaria of the 
Dobrudja. The clever Roumanians who prefer bloodless vic- 
tories to untold losses, will consider the matter twice; whether 
they will give up a valuable piece of territory belonging to them 
ethnographically in order to gain another less valuable one with 
the sword. Thus the participation of Roumania in the war—in 
spite of the Commission appointed for the buying of weapons and 
ammunition and of securing a Joan from the Allics—scems to be 


very doubtful. 

We believe that Italy as well as Roumania will remain neutral 
for the sake of its own national interests—not even considering 
the fact that the former power is bound to Germany by treaties 
the existence of which seems to be altogether forgotten by that 
part of the press which sympathizes with the Allies. 

As for Russia, the following letter of a Russian. Court official 
to his brother who serves in the French army may be of interest. 
Nothing could give a clearer idea of conditions in Russia and of 
the “firmness” of the alliance with France and England. 

“Deak Brornen: s 

“Your brief and scanty communications have greatly depressed 
me. It is no comfort to me, nor will it comfort any other Rus- 
sian, that we must regard France as our fellow-sufferer, Unless 
things soon grow better, we have to face days of terror compared 
to, which the revolution of ten years ago was mere child's play. 
Your letter complains that France, UE up to the highest mili- 
tary circles, abuses the ‘inactivity’ oi the Russian army, and 
that she ridicules and is furious about the strategy of Grand 
Duke Nicolas. Let me tell w plainly that exactly the same 
feeling about the French and their army leaders animated the 
Russian people and also the leading personages at Court and in 
the army, ever since the September raid of the Germans close to 
D of Paris had brought before our minds the full extent. 
of the danger and of French ‘gloire’ At first we could hardly 
trust our eyes and ears. Only when we learnt that the French 
Government was. going. to Bordeaux, had we to believe what ap- 
peared monstrous and incomprehensible, and the opinion of our 
Uppericiaases aa to the French art of Jing battles 
E since, PM bà de i Je 

"What gives us further anxiety is the depression of our 
—a depression which reaches the highest strata of society, You 
would hardly recognize some of our best friends, they have 
changed so much. 

“And then the subversive elements! Socialists and Nihilists! 
Nobody knows them better than I do, owing to my former ac- 
tivity. Germany has no better allies than these. gentlemen, 
Should Warsaw fall, or should our people hear the news of 
Warsaw's fall, there would be no need for the Germans to ad- 
vance further east, The inner enemies of Russia would do the 
rest. Besides, we have far too many Germans in our country. 
We suppress them wherever and whenever we can. But in the 
end we should have to suppress, to throttle half the number of 
the Czar's subjects, and the effect would still be the same. 

"But if we win!? Shall we win? D— all the buts and ifs. 
We ought not to have begun this war before the Russian peas- 
antry had learned LY and reading. The tremendous ignor- 
ance of our common soldiers in the very elements of knowledge 
may bring about our defeat and collapse, aye, a revolution, unless 
a miracle happens, Mechanics and technical workmen are want- 
ing. We have no skilled laborers and artisans, without whom we 
can manufacture neither guns nor ammunition nor aircraft, none. 
of all the thousands of complicated machinery with which our 
enemy supplied ws before the war. 

“I am inclined to believe that our supplies will: be exhausted 
by New Year, If we fave not invaded the enemy's country by 
that time, so that nobody can drive us out again, then we shall 
have to conclude a dishonorable peace -which would cost us the 
German Provinces, Finland, the access te the alie aed Black 

quite apart from the resurrection of Poland, our deadly 
enemy. Such a peace would be ‘the end of Russia: ^ 


has never 
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WHO'S TO BLAME? 

quos five resolutions adopted at the recent confer- 

ence in Washington constitute a platform on 
which every American can stand. In fact, no man 
who refuses to stand upon it is an honest American. 
With studious moderation the representatives of our 
German-American population, meeting with their 
fellows in Washington, restrained their natural 
prejudices and their just indignation. If the resolu- 
tions adopted were to reflect German-American opin- 
ion they would be ten times more emphatic. There 
is not a plank in the platform that would not receive 
the indorsement of Lincoln or Washington if Lin- 
coln or Washington were alive. Evidently it is the 
mission of the German-Americans to bring their 
adopted country, misled and misrepresented by its 
newspapers, back to authentic Americanism, 

‘The German-American has always stood for the 
spirit of righteousness in American politics. Inde- 
pendent, free of party ties, he has fought his battles 
singly, For that reason he was often defeated by 


' the combined forces of corruption. The German- 


Americans have learned this lesson. They will 
henceforth fight as a unit. You may, if you choose, 
call us hyphenated Americans. We are not sure that, 
as American patriots, we welcome the drawing of 
ethnic distinctions within the United States. But 


“who is to blame if the German-American element 


consolidates, except the Tory editors of obscene 
sheets of the stripe of Harper's Weekly and Life and 
the pro-Ally dailies? Their sneers and insults have 
at last neutralized the centrifugal forces so deeply 
rooted in the character of the German, 

We are tired of playing the part of Cinderella in 
American politics. We claim our seat at the banquet 
table. If you say that we are not Americans, then 
you will have to change your conception of Ameri- 
can. We refuse to be strangled by the dead hand of 


the past reaching from the graves of the Pilgrim 
Fathers into the living present. We shall rewrite 
the word American, to the extent of our power, in 
terms of our own ethnic complexion. The word 
American means what we, all the Americans now liv. 
ing, choose to make it. All races now within our 
borders will make their contribution. They will re- 
fuse to dissolve their racial characteristics and ideals 
in a solution of colorless New England Puritanism. 
‘Whatever may be the action of others, we German- 
Americans shall see to it that in the equation of the 
future our worth shall be written down in the proper 
proportion. 

We are better Americans than Dr. Eliot who at- 
tempts to drag our country into war with Germany. 
We have never sought to draw the United States into 
war with England. We are better Americans than 
Mr. George Haven Putnam, once of England, and 
other camp-followers of the British cause who seck 
to introduce British snobbery into American life, 
We have suffered much without complaint. But our 
patience is at an end. Day after day our contem- 
poraries have brutally violated the President's in- 
junction of neutrality. If you had neither love nor 
gratitude for Germany, you should at least not have 
sought to betray the United States into the hands cf 
England. If your sympathies were honestly with the 
Allies, you should at least have observed a decent 
regard for our feelings, the feelings of those whose 
immediate kinsmen were dying like flies in battle. 
slain perhaps by American dum-dum bullets and 
American rifles. 

You have called our brothers by the vilest names, 
blown to you from the gutters of London. You have 
spat upon the memory of our mothers. You have 
trampled upon the graves of our fathers. You have 
sown the storm, you shall reap the whirlwind. You 
have refused to listen to our reasoning. You were 
deaf to our pleas. Now the ballot shall speak for us. 
We shall go into the arena of politics. We shall try 
to beat you at your own game, One hundred and 
seventy members of Congress are of Irish extraction. 
‘There is no reason why they should not be joined by 
one hundred and seventy of German extraction. 
There is no reason why we should not labor for the 
election of men of our own blood who are in accord 
with our principles, which are also the principles of 
true Americanism. 

We have no interest in the German Government. 
In fact, the German Government has often treated us 
shabbily. The German Empire as such is nothing to 
us. We owe no more allegiance to it than the Ger- 
mans of Switzerland, Austria, Russia, or the Flemish 
population of Belgium. With us it is neither “Rule 
Britannia” nor “Heil Dir im Siegerkranz,” but 
“Amerika ueber Alles.” For that very reason we 
shall not permit America to be the pawn of Great 
Britain. The men of Forty-Eight, our forefathers, 


ht their government on the barricades. We are 
st Germany when Germany is in the wrong. 
are with Germany when Germany is clearly and 
jistakably in the right. Our opposition to Ger- 
in the past proves the justice of our support of 
in the present. Carl Schurz, who rebeled against 
old Germany, would sympathize with the Ger- 
iy of to-day. 
'e are with America, right or wrong, at all times. 
we prefer America right to America wrong. We 
propose to set America right. We shall not fight 
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single-handed. Americans of Irish and Swedish ex- 
traction, Americans of many forebears other than 
German, even Americans of Yankee blood, are with 
us. You have ridiculed the hyphen. We shall make 
ita virtue. We shall make it a bridge between Ger- 
man idealism and American idealism. You have 
made us conscious of our racial affiliation. We shall 
fight for American principles as American citizens. 
If you choose to emphasize the hyphen to discredit 
these principles, yours is the blame, not ours. 
GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERECK. 


of this phase of the war, 
irly with French commerce ond its decline since the wor.) 


O'DONNELL BENNETT, in the New York Times 
f Sunday, January 17, writes about the character of the 
lloons as follows: 


d when it comes to the kind of resistance of reprisal—one 
jot call it war—which the franc-tireur makes, you, Sir Arthur, 
w what the Walloons of Eastern Belgium are. Turbulent, 
lent, and unschooled, they fight—no, one cannot say fight, 
fire—from cellars, from attics, and from behind hedges, 
ing the while the protection civilian garb confers on veritable 
combatants, but not accepting the honorable risks that go 
ih the uniform of a veritable soldier. The adjectives which 
kind has applied to the lower orders of this Walloon popula- 
jn, and the facts of their annals, are to be found in any gui 
jok or school history. Brave, in a lawless way, they certainly 
e, but often devious, and sometimes treacherous. 
You know the old proverb concerning the inhabitants of the 
ient Province of Hesbain, now a part of the Province of 
ge; "Qui passe dans le Hesiain est combattu lendemain. 

md the fact wus, and is, that the enemy who passed that way 

jot his fighting in the back “on the morrow.” 

The Belgian Government felt a lively apprehensi 

(fering of which the Walloons and their compatriot: 

rest would bring upon the kingdom, and throughout 

r ten days of the advance from Liege to Brussels many Burgo- 
wasters and the Minister of War issued daily, and sometimes 

jourly, proclamations in which they pleaded with the people 

breree the laws of war as bearing on the obligations of ci 

ind gave them the most explicit warning that the parti 
civilians in the hostilities would bring the most terrible 

ies on whole communities and on innocent women, childr 
the aged. Copies of these proclamations, addressed "Au: 

I have by me. Their language is often passionate in ils solici- 
tude. 

I asked an American gentleman who has lived for five years 
in Belgium and who loves the country, though he does not love 
the people (I refer to Lawrence Sterne Stevens, an artist), why 
these warnings had had so little effect upon the Walloon peasants, 
miners, and metal workers. “Because,” he replied, "the number 
of illiterates is so large in Belgium that thousands upon thou- 
sands of the people could not read the proclamations, 

And so, impotent ond fruitless, these placards stored. the 
people in ihe face from boardings and dead zualls, ond the firing 
from behind walls ond hedgerows began, It was tragic, but it 
twos not war. And it was so utterly barren of permanent results, 
and it drew such severe reprisals, that 1 could quite understand 
the point of view of Major Beyer, German Commandant of 
Brussels, when he said: "These Belgians do not know what war 
means. 


It is therefore to these degenerates that the Belgian atro- 
cities, which caused the terrible retaliatory measures on the part 
of the German army, must be attributed. German discipline and 
police supervision will, we trust, exercise a welcome and salutary 
restraint on them. 


TARY STRATEGY AND THE ENEMY’S INDUSTRY 


By Dr. Hugo Schweitzer 


Un last week's issue of Tae Farnentann Dr. Schweitzer discussed in part the industrial chaos prevailing among the Allies, 
to the military operations of the German and Austro-Hungcrian forces. In the following paper Dr. Schweitzer continues his 
In next week's number of Tux Farmemaxn he will conclude his series by a paper dealing par- 


The Agriculture of Belgium 

Agriculturally, Belgium is highly developed. The soil is fertile 
and most scientifically tilled. Extensive forests, among them the 
beautiful woods of St. Hubert, cover the country. Besides erery 
variety of cereal, sugar-beet is largely cultivated within her do- 
main, and Belgium ranks sixth among the countries of the world 
in the manufacture of beet sugar. She also produces large quan- 
tities of chicory, the inevitable coffee substitute of the continent, 
and in the vicinity of Louvain tobacco is raised which our users 
of the weed would perhaps not appreciate greatly, but which 
burns and smokes all right in the pipe of the native laborer. 

Belgium grows particularly fine hops, which is not surprising, 
since Gambrinus, the God of Beer, is said to have hailed from 
Brabant. Hand in hand with this advanced state of agriculture 
go the brewing, distillery and starch industries, the raising of 
cattle and sheep, the breeding of horses, etc. In some of these 
branches, Belgium takes a leading place, and in many is a large 
exporter. 

Concerning the high development of her dairy industry, noth- 
ing further need be said than that “Limburger Cheese,” justly 
favored by connoisseurs, derives its name from the city of Lim- 
burg in the province of Liége and is manufactured at Herve to. 
the west of Limburg, and from there shipped all over the world. 

These varied domestic manufactures, together with the ex- 
cellent railroad system, the wealth of navigable streams and 
rivers, the artificial canals—scarcely less numerous than those of 
Holland, and of which the oldest, that between Ypres and Nieu- 
port, was built in 1251—the immense harbor facilities of Antwerp, 
justify the conclusion that the German occupation of Belgium is 
indeed a vital blow at the manufacturing interests of the Allies. 


Germany’s Hold on France 

If now we investigate the situation in France, it will be ob- 
served that the Germans occupy, or partially control, the depart- 
ments Nord, Pas-de-Calais, Somme, Aisne, Ardennes, with the 
respective capitals of Lille, Arras, Amiens, Laon, Mezieres, on 
the Belgian border, and opposite the German fron between 
Metz and Strasburg, the departments Marne, Meuse and Meurthe 
et Moselle with Chalons-sur-Marne, Bar-le-Duc and Nancy as 
capitals The area thus held by the German army covers only 
about 20,00) square miles or one-tenth of the total surface of 
France, but on studying the commercial and industrial importance 
of this territory, we reach the surprising result that these depart- 
ments constitute the main industrial sections of France—indeed, 
in these districts, the necessities of life are produced and thence 
distributed throughout France. 
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oriens thereby lending great structural suength and precluding the possibility 
of warping or fracture or disjoining in fire or in falling. 
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velded a around all 


The Mosler Patent Screw Door; Manganese; and Corliss Bank 
Safes arc considered by experts to be the lest word in burglar protection. 
'VAULTS AND SAFE DEPOSIT WORK 


THE MOSLER SAFE CO. 
373-375 Broadway, New York City 
Telephone. 1010 Franklin 


Factory. Hamilton, Ohio 


scribe to-day. 


the coupon and 
mail it with your 
name and ad- 
dress and you 
will receive the 
magazine every 
week, 


You need not write a letter. 


YOU RESOLVED TO SUBSCRIBE 


to The Fatherland on 


Jan. Ist, but we have not 


|| received your subscription. 


We are not going to tell you what pro- 
crastination does to time. It is true, but 


the proverb has been frazzled to death, 


We do know you are missing some- 


thing if you do not read The Fatherland regularly. Sub- 


Just pin your cheque or a bill to 


THE FATHERLAND, 1123 Broadway, New York 
Geatlemes: 


1 enclose $200. Please send The Fatherland for one year to 


NEWS FROM GERMANY 
By Louis Viereck, Our Berlin 
Correspondent 
TYARIOUS reports are circulated of the 

German Christmas festivals in the 
field at which the poor children were is- 
vited to the German Christmas tree cele- 
brations. Thus it was reported to the Ber- 
liner Tageblatt from France: "The fcli 
hospital No. 2 of army corps had 
taken quarters at Christmas In Fl, a lite 
French village, Numerous Christmas pack- 
ages had arrived and the desire was c1- 
pressed to give a celebration for the 


village children. This thought was soon 
A list from the Mayor 


put into action, 
contained the 
with their relati 


to the castle. Punctually at the appo 
hour all were assembled in the room ar- 
ranged for the celebration im which the 
Christmas tree had been erected and were 
waiting for the good things to come. First 
the chlet inspector of the hospital made a 
speech to the children in French in which 
he emphasized the fact that in spite of the 
horrors of the war the German soldiers, in 
memory of their dear ones at home, were 
happy to find time to give some pleasure 
to the French children, only the French 
soldier was the opponent of the German 
soldier, whereas he honored and reverenced 
the wives and children of the opponent as 
he did his own. The hospital staff then 
sang a Christmas song and then the pres- 
ents were distributed, The gifts of sweet- 
meats, gingerbread, and many useful ar- 
ticles called forth great joy. A second 
song and a group picture ended tbe cele- 
bration. 


|The German “Barbarians” on St. 
Nicholas Day 
We following is an extract from a let- 
ter from the French front: 

“To-day is St, Nicholas Day. The fes 
tival is celebrated here almost in the same 
way as Christmas is at home. We German 
barbarians wanted to give the good woman 
in whose house we have our quarters a 
little pleasure. Since could not find 
anything more appropriate we bought a 
beautiful box of toilet soap and a doll and 
a coffee set for the fittle daughter. She 
was delighted at our attentiveness and 
‘thanked us many times, When we went to 
bed there was a surprise for us. On our 
beds each of us found a gayly colored nap- 
kin and a handkerchief of real Brussels 
lace on which candy was placed. That put 
great joy into our old soldiers’ hearts and 
we decided that if we should still be here 
at Christmas time and our photographer 
had plates, we would give her a picture in 
| memory of our column, ... Last night a 
terrible cannonade was in progress again. 
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At six o'clock in the morning it reached its 
climax. . . . A heavy thunderstorm is 
nothing in comparison. Well, I hope we 
will soon go ahead again,” 
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A Camel on the Throne of Egypt 


HE English have tried to solve the 

Egyptian problem, so fatal to them, by 
declaring their former protectorate on the 
Nile independent and graciously appointing 
a Sultan of Egypt. His name is Hussein- 
Camel There is nothing in a name, but 
Husscin-Camel's name is ominous (nomen 
‘est omen). The camel is a useful beast 
but can neither read nor write. Hussein- 
Camel, tco, is ignorant of the two elemen- 
tary sciences which are the foundation of 
all knowledge, so one of his countrymen 
tells us in the Turkish paper Terjuman. 
Hussein-Camel speaks Arabic, Turkish and 
French, but is unable to write or read a 
single sentence in these languages. He is 
without school education, altogether igno- 
rant, and has only accepted the Egyptian 
Sultanate hecause he is heavily in debt. 
Why, for years he had not money enough 
to travel to Europe as he used to! Of 
course, under such circumstances, a civil 
of 5t of $50,000 a month is very welcome. 
Nor has Prince Camel any notion of busi- 
ness; his estates are in an utter state of 
neglect He has no principles, he has no 
money, concludes the article in the Terju- 
man, and that is why Hussein-Camel has 
betrayed Islam. 

The general opinion in Constantinople is 
that the days of the British dummy are 
numbered, and that he won't be Sultan 
much longer. No sooner was he appointed 
by Britain than Turkey solemnly declared 
him to be a traitor of the Mohammedan 
cause, and excommunicated him from the 
community of Islam. ‘That means to say 
that Hussein-Camel is an outlaw in the 
eyes of every orthodox Mussulman, and 
that every true follower of the Prophet 
would do a God-pleasing work by killing 
him. In spite of his splendid revenue, Hus- 
sein-Camel will hardly succeed in having 
his life insured by any company. 


Neutral Luxemburg 


S is known, the Grand Duchy of Lux- 

emburg, just as was the case with 
Belgium, has protested against the occupa- 
tion of her territory by German troops. 
The conduct of the Luxemburg Govern- 
ment differed, however, from that of the 
Belgian Government, in that Luxemburg. 
contented herself with the filing of the pro- 
test and the demand of a reparation for 
damages, instead of entering into a des- 
perate fight against Germany. The conse- 
quences are now, that the whole of Belgium 


the exception of about 40 square km, 
lem (han a. 2th part of New Yorks Cty] 


is conquered by the German troops oa 


proper), and is treated as enemy's country, | 
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Advertising Talk—No. 5 


Once an advertisement is printed it is 
then up to the readers to prove to the ad- 
vertiser that he has not been mistaken in 
his publication. 

THE FATHERLAND has been telling those 
who favor us with their advertising, that 
our circulation is among a very substantial 
class who have money to spend for what 
they want. 

In looking over our subscription list we 
are assured we have been fully justified in 
making this claim, and reposing confidence 
in your support which we need to help us 
make good, and we cannot urge you too 
strongly to patronize our advertisers. 

lf you were aware of half the difficulties 
we have had in securing our advertising, 
we feel certain you would regard its sup- 
port as a PATRIOTIC DUTY. 

We recently told you how many so-called 
“neutral” advertisers turned us down when 
we solicited their advertisements. When 
this is remembered, it will certainly appeal 
to you that those advertisers who are fair 
to us surely deserve the reward FATHER- 
LAND readers can alone give them. 

While we think it unfair to carry the 
politics of any paper into the advertising 
columns, still as advertisers have done this, 
by refusing us patronage on account of our 
views, it must appeal to every one of cur 
readers that those advertisers who have no 
such narrow outlook deserve reward. 

Almost every day Tae FATHERLAND is in 
receipt of letters from readers, anxious to 
buy this or that, asking us to recommend 
dealers who are at least neutral Our re- 
ply is, read our advertising columns. Also, 
always please remember when responding 
to an advertisement. TO MENTION THE 
FATHERLAND, 

Another way many of our readers can 
give us their support, is by becoming ad- 
vertisers themselves. 

Our rate is 25 cents an Agate line (14 
Agate lines to one inch) for less than one 
full page. (Page rate $10000—extra for 
back covers.) No advertisements for less 
than fourteen (14) lines (Agate) accepted 
for less than four (4) insertions. 


Address Advertising Manager 
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1123 Broadway, New York 
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while Luxemburg is free to-day. It is 
true, the: railways—which belong to Ger- 
many anyhow—are under German control, 
and at different points of the country Ger- 
man relay-stations have been established, 
bur the independence of the country is 
guaranteed by the German Empire. Be- 
sides, all damages arising from the German 
occupation are repaid in full, Thus, until 
the beginning of December, 1914, the Lux- 
emburg Government was granted no less | 
than 1,900,000 Marks ($475,000) indemnity, | 
of which 1450000 ($362,500) has already | 
been paid over in cash. Since the German | 
troops, moreover, are paying for everything | 
they are getting, the war not only does no | 
harm to Luxemburg, bot it must be re- 
garded rather as a happy event that is 
bringing plenty of money into the country, 
which at the same time is enjoying peace | 
and safety. If the Belgians had not made 
common cause with Germany's enemies that 
country could now be in the same fortunate 
position as Luxemburg. 


How the United States Can Stop | 
the War 


ng declaration ex- 
feeling entertained by thou- 
sands of American citizens now d'eelling | 
in Europe. So many of them hove signed | 
this document that it would be 
to print all their signatures in this paper. | 
But their names are fled in the Department 
of State, Washington, D, 


can be seen by all.) 
WWE: citizens of the United States 
of America, appeal in the mame of 
justice and humanity, in the name of neu- 
trality and future peace to the people, to 
the law makers, and the government of our 
country, to prevent the export from our 
shores of one single weapon, or of one 
pound of powder, to deal death in Europe. 

We recognize the fact, that the export 
is legally permissible through private firms, 
but nevertheless know, that our executive 
and our legislature can stop such export by 
a determined course of strict neutrality, 
neutrality which is actuated by righteous- 
ness and sustained by public opinion, 

The President of the United States has | 
prevented the loan of money to France, and | 
thereby our country has set its own prece- 
dent of what is just and right. This prece- 
dent binds us in legal opinion, as well as in 
the estimate of the world, to pursue in the 
greater matter, as in the lesser, a course 
of indubitable neutrality. 

Never ia the history of mations, have 
orders of such gigantic proportions been 
accepted by any country as those now being 
executed in America for the continuance 
of the European war. 

Do you know this fact? 

Where are our peace societies? 
Where are our women’s organizations? 
Where are our Churches? 
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No matter with whom we Americans, 
either individually. or as a nation sympa- 
thize politically, the statement up to the 
present time has been true, that we, as a 
nation, have been first and foremost in for- 
warding the peace-movements of the world, 
Are we willing to resign our prestige as a 
Peace-Maker? 

International business relations between 
our country and Europe have been extend- 
ed and cordial. We protest against their 
destruction for the benefit of a few. Are 
we, for the sake of present business profit, 
willing to draw upon ourselves an endur- 
ing heritage of hatred? Generations will 
not suffice to wipe away the stain we bring 
upon ourselves! Men are dying on ghastly 
battlefields for their ideals, Cannot we 
work and suffer for our ideal of the imeg- 
rity of America? 

Guns, cannon, cartridges, dynamite, 
bombs are going from our manufsetories 
not only to England, to France, and to 
Russia, but also to Japan. We are fortify- 
ing not only Europeans against each other, 
we are fortifying others against ourselves, 
Is this done with the consent of the entire 
American people? 

In case of any future struggle forced 
upon our own land, picture clearly the pos- 
sible destruction brought upon us, did any 
neutral country of Europe take the position 
of neutrality we assume to-day. Does the 
American nation desire to resign the future 
security of its own citizens? 

We protest against this destruction of 
American integrity, of American business 
interests, of American security, as a conse- 
quence of this one-sided neutrality! 

‘We protest not only in the interest of 
America, but above all, in the name of 
humanity, against a prolongation by our 
country of this hideous warfare. 

America’s unlimited supply of death- 
dealing machinery will cause an indefinite 
prolongation of this murder of mankind. 
When the war cloud lifts, our own land 
will be stained with the blood of our Euro- 
pean brothers! Our actual military partici- 
pation in this war means Europe's last 
man! 

We protest in the name of international 
relationship and honor; we protest in the 
name of suffering womankind ; we protest 
in the name of helpless children; we pro- 
test in the name of all that lives and 
breathes against any participation by our 
country in this human carnage! 

We believe that, as a nation, we are not 
willing to resign our legacy of righteous- 
mess received from the Pilgrim Fathers. 
We believe that, as a nation, we desire to 
retain our political prestige as an arbiter of 
peace. We believe that now, if ever, is the 
time for action! In this belief we send our 
protest and our appeal to every American 
who loves his country and desires the w 
fare of the world! 
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What Germany Wants 


By Dr. Edmund von Mach 


THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
Quoting in the New York Timer from this Book 


Says: It is in the spirit of this state- 


ment that we Americans should act. 


“This is by far the most persuasive of the 
Pro-German pleas before the bar of Amer- 
ican public opinion. "—N. Y. Independent. 
‘A book like this should powerfully hel 
to ive the dispumionare tum so mach 
needed to current discussion of the war, 
—Boston Herald. 
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"Truth About Germany 
Facts About the War" 


‘This is the volume that has so 
greatly influenced public opin- 
ion that the Allies have been 
forced to prepare another book 
in which they will attempt to 
answer the unassailable truth 
brought foth by Germany's 
foremost men and women. 
In the words of Prof. Burgess, 
it should be in the hands of 
every man, woman and child 
in the United States. It is 
representative of all that is 
best in Germany. 
IT COSTS ONLY TEN CENTS 
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Misconceptions About 
the War 


O many errors and misstatements are 

current just now about the war, and 
particularly about «Germany and Austria- 
Hungary, that-this new book will be a wel- 
come aid to those desirous of seeing things 
as they really are. - Included in this volume 
are such striking articles as Karl H. von 
‘Wiegand’ s Interview with the Crown Prince 
(the only interview given by the Crown 
Prince to an American correspondent), 
Chaos inthe Rules of War, The Contribution 
Levied Against Brussels, What is German 
"Culture" ? and “Has the United States 
Guaranteed Belgian Neutrality?'" 


Price Ten Cents 
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A New Book of Startling Revelations 


"The “White Book” of the 
Austro-Hungarian Cause 


"T HIS sigue lile volume sums up the 

many and varied causes that precipitated 
the dual Monarchy into a war that has be- 
come world-wide.’ “Articles by Ambassador. 
Constantin Theodor Dumba, Count Albert 
Apponyi, Baron Hengelmüller, etc., con- 
ibute to make this new book one of the 
most interesting and important in the war 
literature of today. It is published by the 
Austro-Hungarian Consulate of New York 
and officially champions the cause of Ger- 
many's great ally. 


OrderatOnce Ten Cents a Copy 
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An Analysis af the Great Crisis by the 
Leading American Thinkers 

'HIS new book cuts deeper into the tre- 
pee TOi than anything 
yet published in America. Such authorities 
as Prof. John W. Burgess, Prof. Wm. M. 
Sloane, Prof. Herbert Sanborn, Dr. Walter 
S. McNeill, Prof. Morris Jastrow, Prof. 
Ferdinand Schevill, Prof. Thomas C. Hall, 
and others who have the right to speak, 
have contributed to this remarkable volume. 
Read what these representative and unpreju- 
diced native Americans have to say. Evéry- 
body can afford to buy.it. Everybody ought 
to havelit |: ; 


Price Ten Cents 
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In the’ Light of Official Reports found in the 
eret ‘Archives of the Belgian 
after the Occupation of Brussels- 
A BOOK OF ORIGINAL SOURCES 
With Facsimiles of the Documents, and Intro~ 
^ Ducunenis 


ductory Remarks to the Secret 
by Dr. Bernhard Deruburg. 

"TAKEN together, these documents show 

that the British Government had the 
intention, in case of a Franco-German war, 
of sending troops into Belgium imme- 
diately—that is, of doing the very thing 
which, done by Germany, was used by 
England as a pretext for declaring war on 
Germany, a 
Ten Cents a Copy 


Germans as Exponents of Culture 
By Fritz von Frantzius 
HIS booklet points out with force and authority the Achievements of the Germans in Philosophy, 
I Science, Art, Inventions, Discoveries, Finance; Commerce. It is replete with facts, data, and is 
an invaluable compendium of German success and achievement. The author is one of the most noted art 
connoisseurs of today and his chapter on Art is particularly illuminating. 


Send for this Book Immediately 
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